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CHAPTER V
THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR: THE FIRST PHASE

1936 - 1937

Every experience which civilian populations had had
with aerial bombardment between 1914 and the outbreak of the
Second Viorld War in 1939 was dwarfed by the events of the
Civil "ar in Spain. This struggle, which lasted from July
1936 until the Spring of 1939, served as a testing ground
for the later war inasmuch as the Spanish conflict soon
involved more than the opposing political groups of Spain
itself. At least three major European powers — Germany,
ITtaly, and the Soviet Union - contributed personnel and
materiel in substantial amounts to the fighting. And a
number of individuals of other nationalities participated
in the campaigns or played an active role in the bitter war-
fare which resulted in the ultimate defeat of the Spanish
Republican government.

The library shelves of the world are crowded with
accounts and appraisals of the Spanish Civil War. From every
angle — political, social, economic, military, psychological,
and ideological — the events and implications of this three-
year conflict have been discussed, described, and dissected.
Through the avenues of the daily press, the newsreels, the
radio, government documents, books, pamphlets, and public

speeches the causes and effects of the war have been presentec
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Conceivably, the flood would still be pouring forth in only
slightly diminished volume had not the more terrible events
of 1939-1945 provoked an even greater inundation.

In all this spate of words and pictures, aerial bombard-
ment of civilian populations during the Spanish war received
some attention. But, in the main, the military campaigns
and the international politics of the struggle won the greater
publicity. There were reasons for this, For all its use of
new weapons and accelerated movement, the Spanish war was an
old time war. It has been characterized as a war of impro-
vization, and this to a degree it certainly was.l The strug-
gle was fought out in a comparatively small area and with
limited numbers when one sets it against the canvas of wars
of the past. There were long periods when no major actions
were in progress, and on many occasions even minor skirmishes
occurred with infrequency. For 21l the hullabaloo aroused
by the Spanish Civil War, it could scarcely be called one of
the great wars of history in terms of numbers involved,
territory overrun, or military problems presented. It was
great only in its impact upon a world rushing toward self-

destruction.

1Gen Duval writes: "Il n'y a . . . aucune conclusion
a tirer d'une organisation qui n'a pas été la conséquence
dtun choix, mais d'une nécessité." Genéral Duval, Les Lecons
de la guerre d'Espagne, 1938, p 233, See also Spaulding, op.
cit., p 52, which quotes a German Major Welsch as saying:
WiThis Spanish war is an affair of shortages and improviza-
tions. . . .M"
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Aerial warfare during the three years of fighting received
many headlines and much attention from the public, as well as
from the military observers of all nations, With the example
of the Italians in Abyssinia fresh in mind, much was expected
of the aeroplane in the Spanish war. It is for the techni-
cians to say to what extent the experiences of the 1936-1939
conflict added to the knowledge of the limitations and capa-
bilities of aircraft in war. There appears to have been
plenty of speculation on these subjects, if very little clear
conclusion. Most of the aviation and military periodicals
engaged in long discussions of the technical and tactical
aspects of the war in the air. But the major concern of this
examination is the lengths to which aerial bombardment of
civilian populations was carried out and the effect this
method of attack had upon the morale of the noncombatant
elements of the Spanish nation,

The most widely accepted generalization is that the
Spanish people, whether they were in sympathy with the
Government or the rebel cause, whether they lived in towns
or villages on the one side or the other of the fight, reacted

to the bombardments in very much the same fashion.? Whether

2The rebels were variously called llhites, Insurgents,
Nationalists, Rightists, Fascists, Rebels, Falangists, and
other less frequently used terms. Those who supported the
successive governments which opposed the reballion were
usually designated as Reds, Loyalists, Government, Leftists,
Communists, Anarchists, Anti-Clericals, and other names.
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Loyalist or Insurgent, the Spanish psople subjected to aerial
bombardment showed a uniformly strong tendency to stiffen
their resistance against the enemy when they were the victims
of attack from the skies. During the war the publicists and
apologists for each of the opposing factions circulated this
finding as widely as possible, both within their own camp and
to the world at large. However, both Government and Rebel
authorities claimed that only their own adherents supported
this generality, and that the other side was thoroughly
demoralized by the inability or unwillingness of civilian
populations to carry on the war in the face of threatened
or actual attack from the air, That there was a good deal of
truth in all these assertions, and that there were aspects -
of the effects of aeriazl bombardment upon the civilian
populations rot covered by so brief an estimate are facts
which are undeniable, even though this, again, is a gener-
alization.

To move from the gencral to the particular is to prove
the assertion of a number of observers that the Spanish Civil
War was no proper test of the way large masses of people

would react to aerial bombardment. The bombing at its most

For the sake of uniformity, and to avoid confusion as much as
possible, the terms Insurgents and Loyalists will commonly be
used in these chapters, unless for the sake of clarity and

euphony the terms Franco and anti-Franco, or Rebel and Govern-
ment seem preferable. The rebelling forces preferred the name
Nationalist, but this seems too easily confused with Loyalist

to be used here,
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severe and prolonged was but a feeble show compared with what
happened in Britain, Germany, and Japan, for example, a few
years later. However, there are in the Spanish conflict
enough indications of the types of behavior of civilians

under the stresses of air raids to give point to a close
exanination of the successive stages of warfare from the air,
To afford a cummulative view of these effects it has seemed
best to present the examples of air attack upon civilian
populaticns in a chronologzical fashion., It is clear that

the impact of a single raid, however revealing its effects

may be, is rather meaningless without a consideration of

what has gone before, and, even more, with what follows after-
ward. And, in the Spanish conflict as much as in the later
worldwide war, it was the cum:ulative rather than the isolated
element which held the significance,

At the outset of the repellion, the Spanish Air Force,
small and ill-equipped, remained loyal to the constituted
governmerit, although a number of its officers escaped in
the first few days to join the Insurgent movement. General
Franecisco Franco, who shortly after the outbreak of the
revolt became the leader of the anti-Government forces,
was nct an aviator, but he had apparently an early apprecia-
tion of the rcle aviation could play in the nlanned over-
throw of the Madrid government and quickl;” c2lled it to his

assistance. The man originally slated to head the revolt was
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General José Sanjuro, but he was killed in a plane crash at
Lisbon on 20 July 1936, the third day of the uprising, while
flying to Spain to take command. General Franco, who had been
flown from his post in the Canary Islands to Spanish Morocco
at the outbreak of the inaurrection,3 immediately was received
as leader of the movement. Within the next few days the
revolt had effectively neutralized the government outposts in
Morocco, and Franco, with the aid of German planes, trans-
ported Spanish Foreign Legion and Moorish troops to the main-
land where the revolt had met with a number of early reverses.k
The Madrid government did not have the airpower to oppose
this troop carrier shuttle employed by Franco, and the areas
of the Mediterranean coast south of Sevilla were generally in
Insurgent hands, so the landings from Africa were unopposed.

As a result of these and other factors, the uprising which

3The story of this flight, in a small English cabin plane
with an English pilot, makes interesting reading. It is best
told in Reynolds and Eleanor Packard, Balcony Empire, 1942,
pp 37-40. See also A. Plenn, Wind in the Jlive Trees, 1946,
pp 22-23.

Lpccording to one German account, on 26 July 1936, Gen
Milch, in conference with Gens Wilberg, Kesselring, and
Stumpf, announced Gen Goring's agreement with Gen Franco to
make available a fleet of Junker 52 transport planes with
German "volunteer personnel” to ferry the troops from Tetuan
to Sevilla. This arrangement was made under conditions of
the most strict secrecy. H. Bongartz, Lurwmacht Deutschland,
1943, Vol I, p 123. C. Foitz, Jr., The Ma.: uerads in Spain,
1948, pp 47-48, says that Hitler sent 30 transpori planes to
do this work and that on 28 July they unloaded Spanish
Foreign Legionnaires at the Saevilla airport Se= also W,
Beumelburg, Kampf um Spanien, 1940, pp 22-:5. There is some
evidence that Itallan planes were also made available to Franc
for these early transport activities from Spanish Morocco.
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had been planned as a military coup d'état against the govern-
ment became a civil war when many provinces remained loyal to
Madrid, and yet the constituted Spanish government was not
able to stamp out the widespread fires of revolt which had
been kindled by the action of the army officers who had
secretly planned the movement, and by certain groups among
the royalists, clergy, and propertied classes who supported
the insurrection once it had broken inte the open.

Yhich side began aerial bombardment of civilian areas
and populations is a matter of dispute. E-ch side accused
the other, and apparently with some reason. As early as the
first week of the struggle, General Franco was quoted as hav-
ing charged that the Madrid government was "'sending its
planes %o bombard cities and towns without defense, killing
women and children. . . .'"2 Franco's reference was evidently
to the reported bombing of the Spanish military stronghold of
Tetuan in Morocco on 20 July 1936 which claimed twenty vic-
tims, three of them cl'xijl.clrex'l.6 This seems to be the first

5Time, XXVIII:25, 27 Jul 1936. Franco, still in Morocco
at this time, added: "'We will demand accounts from them as
well as from those still on the fence , . . ,'" meaning the
provinces and individuals who had not yet joined the revolt.

Ibid.

6Capt Bauer, "Impressions et expériences de la guerre
d'Espagne,” Revue Militaire Sulsse, Feb 1977, disested in The
Commnd and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military iLiter-
ature, XVI1i:88, Sep 1938. According to A, Kocstler, Spanish
Testament, 1937, pp 70-71, a Government plan: diopped six
bombs on the Military Headquarters at Teturu on '& Juiy and &
seventh bomb on the Larache aerodroms. Tlis, he says, resulte
in the protest and manifesto issued by Franco.

TRt L 7 Fad 3
i i

R
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instance of bombing by Government aeroplanes, although an
alleged attack upon the Moroccan port of Ceuta in late July
is often cited as equally conclusive eviderce of the Madrid
government's culpability in this connection.’

Another incident cited to show that the Loyalist side
was the first to use aerial bombardment as an offensive weapon
was the accusation that Catalonian planes raided Huesca and
Saragossa on 21 Ju.].y.8 Since Huesca was an important outpost
protecting the vital rail and distribution center of Saragossa,
these raids may have had legitimate military objectives.,

A British correspondent, H. G. Cardozo, tells of being
in the town of Soria, which he locates at about 40 miles
north of the Guadarama mountains which ring Yadrid, shortly
after an air attack in July. He reports that the "Red"
planes dropped "small and clumsy" bombs which killed a score
of individusls in the village. He did not witness that par-
ticular raid, but was on the ground in time for the second
visit of three planes a short while after the first bombing.
This time, he says, the government planes dropped a score of

light bombs on motor traffic congesting the streets, '"but

TGen Niesssl, "Les Bombardements aériens en Espagne,"’
La Fraice Militaire, 1 Sep 1938, digested in The Command
and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military Literature,
XIX:101, Mar 1939. .

8g, A. Peers, Catalonia Infelix, 1937, p 262, No
mention is made of the number of casualties, if any, or of
effects upon civilian morale.
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again doing very little real damage."9

hpparently the first really severe rzid of the war came
on 27 July when, accordirg to an English witness, Sir Peter
Chalmers Mitchell, Franco's planes bombed a working-class
secticn cf Mzslaga, killing 40 and wounding 150, mostly women
and children. So great was the anger of the Malaguefians that
a mob marciel to a local prison, took out forty-five inmates,
and siot t .enas ¢ reprisal.lo This is the first evidence
of the reaction »f civilian populations to bombardment of
predoninatelv non-militzry areas. In each of these early
cases — Tetian, Ceuta, Huesca, Garagossa, 3oria, Malaga —
the tow. wss important as a transportation o~ garrison center
and the planes, -or.ceivably, mizht have beer aiming at mili-
tary concentrations of troops or sunplies, That the bombs
were cropped i residential areas or on busy thoroughfares
might have been claimed, by eithier side, as accidental. Since

the practice persisted throughout the war, however, it is

9. G. Cardozo, Ths March of a Nation, 1937, pp 33-34.
He “urther remarks that he found the anti-aircraft volleys
fired at the planes by "excited volunteers" more alarming
than the cropping bombs. If tlis town of Soria is the same
as the provincial cezpital and rail jiunction given on standard
meps of Spain, Mr Cardozo has his mileage wrong. Soria, on
the maps, is about 115 miles northeast of iadrid and some
14 miles by rail, and lies 91 miles bty rail southeast of
Bargos, nct very near the Guaderamas,

10pychess of Atholl, Searcklight on Spain, 3rd ed.,
1938, p 85, Auoting Mitchell's book, My House in Malaga, the
Duchess of Ataoll says, "Even so, 'some attempt at selection
was made, the names of the victims being called from a pre-
pared listth [5!‘ rebel sympathizers and suspected Rightistg .

Ibid.
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doubtful that such a defense, after the act, would receive
much support from the side attacked.

If these are the first, as they certai:ly are among the
earliest, incidents of this sort, then the Yadrid government
probably cannot escape the blame for having cast the in'itial
bomb. There were, however, reasons, if not extenuating ones,
for the fact that the Franco forces did not strike in this
manner until after they had been attacked themselves. In the
early weeks of the war large sections of Spain went over to
the Rebels — much of the provinces of Andalusia, Valencia,
Valladolid, Burgos, and Aragon, as well as the important
cities of Sevilla, Salamanca, Toledo, Saragossa, Granada,
and Cadiz — as did the outlying points which could be used
a3 Insurgent bases, for example the Balearic Isles, Morocco,
and the Canaries. MWadrid, therefore, without a sizable and
loyal army and navy could not hope to retake these large
segments of the Republic by ground and sea action. The only
hope of crushing the revolt with speed lay in the disruption
of transportation, communications, and the ordimary processes
of communal life. Too, the prevention of the junction and
concentration of Franco's widely separated supporters had
to be attenpted and the only way for Madrid to do this
quickly was through the air.

General Franco already, in the last week of July, had

air supremacy over most of the Mediterranean coast of Spain
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west of Valencia through the support of German and Italian
fliers using their own planes and often wearing their own
countries' unifots, wlthough Kitler and Mussolini were
ostensibly neutral at the time and, in fact, had signed the
noneintervention agreement proposed by France and Britain,
Had Frarnco employed his air forces to attack the Government
strongholds of Madrid, Valencia, Barcelona, and the Basque
provinces in the north, he not only would have spread his
aerial resources very thin, but he would have antagonized as
wsell the populations of these vital regions which he was
anxious to win over quickly. If he could gain control of the
larger centers before the Government could organize its
resistance, the chances for the success of his insurrection
would be almost certain. Therefore, he had no wish to
devastate these industrial and political capitals of the
Spanish peninsula. His cause was weak enough among the
middle class populations of Madrid and Barcelona and it was
even weaker with the working proletariat in the few indus-
trial regions of Spain, most of whom opposed the revolt for
ideological as well as for economic reasons,

Franco, at the outset, had everything to lose from
aerial attacks on the major Government areas, and even upon
the means of transportation. On the ot;her hand, the Madrid
fo.rces, while they ran the risk of alienating support in a

few populous centers of the country by resorting to aerial
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bombardment, had a wider range of choice than did Franco,
since the rural and economically backward regions of the
south and central portions of Spain were much less sympa-
thetic toward the socialist-minded Republican government
than they were toward the fascistically-inclined monarchist,
clerical, and aristocratic elements which threw their support
to the army officers who engineered the insurrection. -The
choice, such as it was, apparently lay with Yadrid and, for
whatever reason, the Spanish Republican goverrment elected
to take the risk of being the first to resort to aerial bom- '
bardment of centers where civilians might suffer from the
results,

However, the Loyallsts were not so callous as to dis-
regard the implications of war against defenseless civilians,}l
So, even the earliest air attacks wsre directed principally
against "military" targets; the fact that civilians were
endangered was incidental and unintentional, if we are to
believe official protestations. And the Franco forces,
likewise, deplored the injuries to civilians following the
early raids made by their bombing planes. As soon as it was

clear that aerial bombardment of civilian areas — whether

of military importance or not always being a subject for

1ln, , , Loyalist aviators have had the strictest
orders since early in the war not to bomb civilian objec-
tives or cities and towns back of the lines — and those
orders have been obeyed within a normal margin of errors."

Matthews, op. cit., p 307.
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debate — would be an actual, if not admitted, part of the
strategy of each side, the pattern was set. Planes flew over
settled areas, dropped their bombs, killed and injured men,
women, ard children, damaged property, and, perhaps, hit a
truly military objective in the process. Of course, where
planes attacked front lines, marching or bivouacked troops,
and supply lines, the issue was clear. BRut in a civil war,
more than in any other kind, who is to say where is the
front, what is a bivouac, and how thin is a supply line?
And there is even evidence that sometimes aeroplanes bombed
and strafed troops of their own forces, not knowing that
the enemy had retreated from a certain position, or because
of poor v;lsibili’t,y.l2

The first reports of aerial bombardments seem to be
devoid of information as to their effects upon the civilian
populations. They give nusbers and dates, casualties, if
any, but do not tell of the effects. Several accounts say
that bombs were "dropped on" Tetuan, Algeciras, Cadiz,
Saragossa, but do not always mention whether there were legit-
imate military objectives in the vicinity and say little about

the behavior of civilians.l3 One of the first of the many

12por examples see C. Salter, op. cit., p 40, and
Beumelburg, op. cit., p 96.

13See, for example, the excellent coverage of the war
by the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Rcmang, which reported
bombings each day, but in The accounts exzmined for the early
days of the war gave little in the way of particulars, while
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interesting observations of civilian behavior followed an
attack by bombers sent from Barcelona by the Catalan govern-
ment to attack the Rebel concentrations at Saragossa. This
appeared in the English aviation periodical Flight, and reads
as follows:

+ « - 80 far from intimidating the people of the town,

the raiders have proved to be excellent recruiting

sergeants. The townamen have been infuriated and have
hastened to enlist, That may be because the damage

done by bombs has been small. It may be that, if a

city were subjected to a systematic bombing by a large

force of regulars, the people would clamor for surrender.

If so, it would be the first time in history that_a

virile nation had been beaten by "frightfulness,"

Rebel planes appeared over the north Spanish resort and
summer capital city of San Sebastian several times in August
and on the 13th "five new Italian planes bombed the town."?
There is no indication as to casualties or other effects.

On the following day more Rebel planes were back, but they

apparently dropped only leaflets demanding the immediate

deprecating the discrepancies in the reports received; the
New York Times for the same period, 19 July - 31 July 1936,
mentioned fewer bombings and did not expand upon the bare
facts, Possibly the strict censorship of news reports
emanating from Spain at this time may have been responsible
for the brewity of accounts of bombings. _

l4nphe Bombing of Saragossa," Flight, XXX:195, 20 Aug
1936. It is not clear whether the raid referred to was that
of the 21st, 22nd, 23rd, or 24th of July, on each of which
days attacks were made against Saragossa, On the 24th the
objective was the Rebel barracks, according to the New York

Times, 25 July 1936.
15G. L. Steer, The Tree of Gernika, 1938, p 25.
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surrender of the city to the Insurgents.16 This is the first
mention of Rebel activities so far north and would seem to
irdicate that Franco was by ther able to spare some of his
Ttalian pilots who had been ferrying troops or protecting
operations alorng tne Mediterranean. Madrid, at last, was
taking no chances, for the Ministry of War ordered a nightly
blackout after eleven o'clock, as well as a prohibition
against any but essential street traffic after that hour. The
stations of the municipal subway system would remain open as
refuges for the city's population in the event of air raids.
Private homes could still be lighted, but windows were to be
covered to prevent the lights from showing in the streets,
and all public gatherings as well as visiting in private
homes and apartments was to cease after eleven in the evening.l7
From the middle of August 1936 onward no city or sizable
town in Spain was free frém the threat of acrial bombardment
so long as the war lasted. However, the main targets ‘of the
Rebels were the important cities of Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga,
Valencia, and the Loyalist strongholds on the Bay of Biscay,

San Sebastian, Santander, and Bilbao. The Government forces

167pid. He writes that the commanding officer of the
local garrison "threatened to shoot five prisoners for every
person killed by bombardment from air or sea., Everybody
laughed at this war of counter-threat except the prisoners,"

Ibid.

171,10aservatore Romano, 9 Aug 1936, p 8.
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never entered into the practice of bombing civilian centers
with the savagery and frequency employed by the Insurgents,
but in the early period of the war they did attack such popu-
lation points as Saragossa, Sevilla, Salamanca, Algeciras,
Cadiz, Valladolid, Palma on the island of Mallorca, and lesser
towns in Franco-controlled territory. As the war progressed
and more areas were lost to the Loyalists, aerial bombardment
became more concentrated and practically one-sided. Loyalist
planes apoeared with less frequency over the Insurgent towns
and rarely loosed bombs on civilian settlements. The German
and Italian fliers operating in behalf of Franco, however,
intensified their efforts and the world came to take for
granted that any report of an air raid upon a Spanish city
nad to do with a Rebel attack by Nazi or Fascist pilots upon
one of the few cities which remained in the hands of the
Loyalist forces — Madrid, Barcelona, Valenpia, Bilpao_, or
some other town which found itself the target of Franco's
bombers on one day and part of a headline the next.

When the first aerial bomb fell on Madrid is difficult
to say, On the third day of the revolt, General Franco had
threatened that unless the Madrid government capitulated to
the Insurgents he would bomb the headquarters of the Republican

politicians in the cap:i.'c,al.18 His threat brought no surrender,

'18L-'Osservjajore. domano, 20-21 July 1936, p 6,
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and, apparently, no immediate action by Franco to carry out

his promise.. A correspondent of the Petit Parisien was told

by Franco, on 16 August, "'I shall never bomb Madrid — there
are innocent people living there whom I have no wish to expose
to danger.’19 On 23 August the Rebels asserted that their
planes had bombed two airports at Madrid, but the Loyalist
government denied that there had been an attack,20 However,
the next day's dispatches mentioned a Loyalist air attack
upon a Granada airdrome as a "reprisal for the attack upon
Madrid."?l The first clearly adnitted air attack upon Madrid
came at the close of August. On the 27th, 28th, and 29th
bombs were dropped on the city, but, except in the last of
these raids when seventeen persons were wounded, little damage
resulted,?2 According to one account the "air bombing. o v o
was carefully worked out with a view to frightening the
Cabinet into surrender if possible without inflaming the

people of Madrid against the Whites any more than could be

1%oestler, op. cit., p 165,
20yew York Times, 24 Aug 1936, p 1.
2l1bid., 25 Aug 1936, p 2.

221pid., 28 Aug 1936, p 3; 29 Aug 1936, p 2; 30 Aug 1936,
p 1. See also, Atholl, op. c¢it., p 117, and Literary Digest,
CXXIT:14-15, 5 Sep 1936, A. “Koestler, Menachenopfer Unerhort,
1937, states that the first Franco bombs fe¢ll on Madrid at
2330 on 29 Aug 1936. He does not mention the attacks of the
27th and 28th. See also Koestler's Testament, p 165, which
says there were three persons wounded in the raid on the 29th.
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helped."?3 But the capital's immunity which had been promised
by Franco on 16 August was ended.24 One of the bombs "blew
late workers /at the Ministry of War/ from their chairs,
strewed them with broken windowglass and garden-dirt. . . ,
Then zooming up from the first power-dive bombing Europe has
ever savored . ., . the Rebel pilot, almost surely not a
Spaniard, soared north. . . 125

Before the middle of September the island of fbiza,
largest of the southern Balearic group and.about 100 miles
southeast of Valencia, was under attack by Rebel planes, obvi-
ously of Italian origin. OCn Sunday the 13th, bombs were dropped
from four raiders on a waterfront crowd at Ibiza , killing 24
women and young children, as well as 13 older males. Inflamed

by this attack, local Republican sympathizers machine-gunned

237ime, XXVIII:16, 7 Sep 1936. The report continues:
"At first White planes dropped only leaflets, next bombs
directed solely at Madrid's military airport outside .the city,
finally showed expert marksmanship by putting a few bombs
straight down into the Wall Street of Madrid, the famous Calle
de Alcald, which runs between modern steel buildings of sky-
scraper construction. These few bombs wounded not hundreds
"but exactly 17 persons and killed nobedy."

2hptholl, op. ¢it., p 117. H. E. Knoblaugh, Correspondent
in Spain, 1937, asserts that Franco notified the Loyiﬂggs that
he would respect a zone "which he outlined, roughly a mile
square, and asked that all women and children be sent to that
part of the capital.® The government's reply, according to
Knoblaugh, refused to recognize such a zone "but almost imme-
diately it transferred most of its barracks and munitions to
points within it." Franco did not attack this zone until

later, he says. Pp 100-101.

25Literax_'x Digest, CXXII:14, 5 Sep 1936, See also’
Koestler, Menschenopfer, p 18l.
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or bayoneted all of the Franco supporters who had been made
prisoners since the outbreak of the revolt in July.26 This
reaction is cited because it repeats the experience reported
from Malaga earlier in the conflict ,27 and illustrates a
tendency which later became widespread in Loyalist Spain.
As one writer puts it, "Spanish governments, from the Napo-
leonic wars onwards, have often found it impossible to pro-
tect prisoners from the violence of a mob, Their tradition
is to use persuasion and only gradually to impose control ,"28
The most ferocious acts of mob violence following Rebel
air raids toox place in Bilbao towards the end of Sep'tember.
Four bomnbing raids by German planes — morning, afternoon,
and night of 25 September and the morning of the 26th —
upon the important northern Spanish industrial and shipping
city were describrd by a British journalist as a "sheer,

unmixed assault upon the civilian population, who ran in

265, paul, Life and Death of a Spanish Town, 1937, pp
4L15-416, Paul had heard the bombing from his wvilla at Santa
Eulalia, about ten miles away, and on the 14th started to
walk to Ibiza to investigate the situation. His vivid des-
cription of what he saw is given on pp 417-419 of his book.
On the 15th several Rebel planes flew over Santa Eulalia,
but dropped no bombs. Most of the inhabitants of the town,
says Paul, had fled in terror to the woods.

2T3ee p 151 above.

2BAt.holl, op. cit., p 85, guoting a Capt Gerald Brenan,
a former British army ny officer and longtime resident of
Spain,
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terror through the streets. . . 23 Many of the refugees
who had fled to Bilbao from the coastal points further east,
Irun, San Sebastian, and small villages, became so enraged
by these bombings that they followed the leadership of members
of the left-wing CNT (Confederacion Nacional de Trabajadores)
labor organization and rushed to the docks. There '"they
massacred sixty-eight of the prisoners in tﬁe prison ships

« « . and thought they had been merciful, for their own dead
lay in nundreds."30  pAnother account mentions that the work
of slaughtering the prisoners was carried-out by "Anarchist
Militiawomen" who, "Flying at these unarmed prisoners with
knives, bayonets, and guns . . . killed a total of 220 of
whom 30 were priests, mutilating. and gashing until finally
stopped by the intervention of Spanish Civil Guards."31

Whether the number of Franco sympathizers killed by the

293teer , Tree, p 77. Steer prefaces this estimate with
the observation that "The Basques had no fighting planes, no
anti-aircraft guns; nothing but a panicky refugee population
from San Sebastian, hardly knowing where it lived, how it was
to get food, and, at this terrible moment, where it was to
hide. For there were no bombproof shelters." Ibid., p 76.
For an interesting account of the one plane owned by the
Basque Government see J. A. de Aguirre, Escape via Berlin,
1944, pp 71-72, 77-79. The plane was a specially equipped
Curtiss pursuit type which had been the property of Haile
Selassie, and was named "The Negus," in tribute to the

Ethiopian Emperor.
3Osteer, Tree, o 77.

37ime, XXVIII:20-21, 5 Oct 1936. The New York Times,
26 Sep 1938, p 10, gives the figure of hostages executed
as 60,
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mob numbered 60 or 68 or 220 does not alter the significance
of the incident, And because Bilbac was a far more important
city then fbiza, the world heard of the horrors and ignored
the preludes at Malaga and at the small Balearic Island port.
At the time there appeared to be more indignation directed
against the angry Basques than at the German aviators who
dropped the bombs on Bilbao, While it is a truism that two
wrongs dc not make a right, a world which condemned the actions
of the mob might well have vented some of its denunciation
upon the dictators whose plan;as h@ched the bombs which pro-
voked the excesses. On the ledger of excessass there also
appears an entr:;r for 24 August when it was alleged that 64
priests were executed in Toledo as a reprisal for the "first
air bombing of Toledo."32 Thers is no doqbt. that many clerics
were put to death in Toledo and elsewhere, but the exact
connection between the executions and the air bombings of
Toledo is not mentioned in as clear terms by other sources,
Bilbao ;nd ‘Madrid, thereafter, became the principal
targets of the Rebel air forces. Throughout the autumn of
1936 Madrid was visited at frequent intervals by raiders
based in Franco-held territory. On 23 October the "first

attack by a German Junker squadron" occur'x'ed.33 The next

3%y, Miller, "The Little World War in Spain," in We
Cover the World, p 431.

3%oestler, Testament, p 166. He says, "Little real
damage was done and only a small number of civilians were

wounded.” - Ibid.
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day the planes returned. Apparently few bombs were dropped
and the "White aviators contented themselves with cutting
didos in the air, ripping off belts of machine gun bullets at
the sidewalks of Madrid. When the planes had gone and the
racket ceased the streets were dotted white with leaflets
calling on Madrid to surrender before the real hell of heavy
bombing was loosed upon it."34

On the 30th of October the Madrilefos received a fore=-
taste of what this particular hell would be., In a raid which
destroyed the Getafe hospital, approximately 150 persons were
killed, "This barbarity, however, only increased the people's
determiration to resist the entry intc their city of men whose
feeling of hatred and desire to kill could bs carried to such
lengths," a prominent Loyalist author wrots follcwing the

raid.3® The planes came over shortly beforc dusk. According

347ime, XAVIII:19, 2 Nov 1936. Koestler, Testament, p 166,
writes that 12 bombs fell, two women were kiiled, and 5 persons
injured severely. In an account of an earli:r leaflet raid,
Knoblaugh says that "™ilitiamen with rifles stood at the streest
intersections. Anyone making the slightest motion toward one
of the leaflets was shot on the spot. At the end of the paper
'bombardments' the militia would sweep up the leaflets and
burn them." Op. cit., p 101.

355, A. Del Vayo, Freecdom's Battle, 1940, p 35, ". . .
Franco's 'Silver Falcons of Death! . . . swooped silently
over Madrid and for the first time since Spain's civil war
began the capital, with its refugee swoller population of
1,500,000, cowered and shuddered beneath the impact of live
bombs. So sudden was this first attack that there was no
time to sound air-raid warnings, and vefore thousands of
pedestrians and motorists on the streets could be herded
indoors, the skies were raining shrapnel. Over ‘125 were
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to Koestler's account they were six 3-engine Junkers which
had approached Madrid "silently and almost noiselessly . . .
at a very great height." The planes dropped their bombs at
a number of points in the center of the city as well as in
the Getafe suburb. Many of the casualties were children who
had Leer. playing in the streets after their release from
school.36

Perhaps apropos of this bombing, Fraico was credited
with saying over the radio, "'One bomb dropped on a hospital
sometimes means more than a victory.'"37 Knoblaugh, while
not deaying that this, or some similar statement, was brcad-
cast by the Insurgent chief, claims that its circulation by
the Loyalists was a propagands stunt designed to divert

attention from tleir own excesses.38 Franco's implication

killed, including 7C children pisying in the grounds of a
schoolhouse." Time, XXVIII:17, 9 Nov 1936. As in all reports
of 3ir raids during the war the fizures for casualties differ.
No official listing was available against which to check news
dispatcres and other published casualty figures. Even the
detalled raid-by-raid compilation in the publication of the
Comite 'onalal contre la Guerre et le Fascisme, Bombardements
et agr=ssions en Esvagne, 1938, often uses the designations
"Nombreuses victimes," or "Plusieurs victimes," or 31mply
"ictimes." For this particular raid it lists "125 tu€s, plus
de 300 blesses." P 9. Koestler, Testament, p 172, gives 200

killed, 300 injured,

36 oestler, Testament, pp 166-168. For interesting impres-
sions of the raids t upon 1oon Madrid in the autumn of 1936, with no
indication of the specific dates or casualties, see R. Sender,
Counter-Attack in Spain, 1937, pp 204~212, and 260~264.

37A| L. St!‘ong, Soéin _i_r_l Arms - 1 3 1937, P 3‘61

38 noblaugh, gp. cit., p 173.

**
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was that in bringing home the horrors of air warfare tc¢ the
civilian population of Madrid, and other Loyalist cities,
surrender would be hastened and the lives both of his own
soldiers and of civilians, spared further bombardments, would
be saved. For a while, the supposedly imminent fall of Madrid
to tne Franco besiegers lent strength to the possibility that
he might have been rignt, if somewhat brutal, in his guess.
Further attacks took place in the first weeks of November.
According to Koestler's reckoning, reids occurred on thirteen
of the first nineteen days of the month, causing some 800
deaths arnd 2,800 injuries to civilians,39 oOne early morning
raid on 14 November by thrce trimctor Rebel planes killed 52
in a Vadrid working-class district — mostly womer and children
on their way to market and workers massed for a meeting.l*o
According to the records of the World Committee against War
and Fascism, Madrid was raided from the air on 18 of the 30
days in November, as well as being subjected to artillery
bombardnent on 24 days. Only on the first, seventeenth, and

twenty-fifth of that month was the city free from either or

3%oestler, Testament, pp 168-173, has a tabulation of
these raids and the resultant casualties. Se¢ also his
Menschenopfer, pp 184-191, for substantially the same infor-
mation.  Atholl, op. cit., lists approximately the same
totals, P 1ll7.

WOpime, XAVIII:23, 23 Nov 1936, and G. Cox, Defence of
Madrid, 1937,. pp 113-114. See also Literary Digest, CXXII:
13-14, 21 Nov 1936.
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both forms of assault. "To the terrar of daylight air raids
was added the unspeakable horror of night attacks," reads one
report. "“omen and children fell in streets and parks, or
under crumbling buildings. , . . corpses mounted in the morgue
faster than coffins could be made to rece'ive them, and the
bodies had to be buried anyhow." Fires broke out in the
darkened slums and "the shrieks of its inhabitants carried a
mile away.""'2 Geoffrey Cox, an English correspondent, sets
the first night raid on 19-20 November. He describes the
scenes on the 'morning following, saving that there "was no
panic over this attack, rather a dazed incomprehension, as

if the people could not realise how such horror could come

in one night, mingled with an almost childish curioaity."‘*3

Wlop, cit., p 10. This statistical summary lists 80
killed and L00 wounded in an air raid on 9 November, 200 killed
and many wounded by air raids and artillery shelling on the
18th, and 161 killed, 204 wounded by bombs and shells on the
19th, Only in the attacks on the 6th and 7th are no victims
listed, merely "Dégdts", or damages to bulldings and property.
P 10. The Anglicized title will be used in citing this work.

421 jterary Digest, CXXII:11, 28 Nov 1936. Describing a
raid of 14 November, a British publication said, in part,
"Streets were torn up, water mains burst, and general confusion
reigned. Much adverse criticism has been leveled at General
Franco for this and other air raids, but in fairness to the
insurgents, it must be realized that he had offered to create
a neutral zone for non-combatants, and cannot be held respon-
sible if the Government chose to turn Madrid into a defended
locality." "The International Situation: The Spanish Civil
War," Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, LXXXII:

“3cox, op. g%,' s pp 122-127, He continues; "The
Madrilefios appeared automatically to adopt towards these air
raids the attitude of the front-line soldier in the Great War,
If a bomb had your number on it, there was nothing you could
do. If not, why worry?" 1Ibid., p 127,

‘
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The International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation's
fourteen storey building, one of the most conspicuous of
Madrid's 20th Century landmarks, was a frequent target for
Franco's gunners on the outskirts of the city. Now the Rebel
planes attacked it with thermite bombs, doing only superficial
damage. All through the siege of Madrid during the autumn and
early winter of 1936-1937 work went on in this skyscraper and
its tower was used by Loyalist forces for spotting artillery
emplacements as well as for warning of approaching aircraft.
Because of its indestructability and its excellent vantage
coints, foreign correspondents used the building as a refuge
and a headquarters, As a sidelight it is interesting to note
that:

Scores of panic-stricken Madrid mothers decided that,

even though Colonel Behn's building seemed to be a

target for White bombs, it also seemed to be able to

take this strafing better than any other Madrid building,
and in they swarmed with their children. The Spanish
moppets surprised correspondents by not blubbering or
bawling, accepted biscuits and milk from Colonel Behn
after their mothers had fearfully asked "how much will
that cost?" and been reassuzzd that the biscuits and

milk were on the I. T, & T,

For all the ferocity of the almost daily attacks on
Madrid througn November and December 1936, the air bombardments

never reached the intensity of later assualts on Barcelona in

brime, XXVITI;20, 30 Nov 1936, See also Cox, op. eit.,
pp 122-125, Col. Sosthenes Behn at the time was president of
the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation, an
American~owned enterprise which had a concession to operate
the Spanish communiocations,
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1938; The civilian losses in Madrid were staggering enough.
Still the 3panish capital held out, and air raids did not seem
to lessen the population's determimation to resist the Franco
forces which were fighting almost within the city itself L5

On 25 November 1936 a commission of six members of the
British Parliament arrived in the capital to make an unofficial
inspection of the effects of the war and the bombings upon the
city. They toured the area in and around Madrid and "were
profoundly impressed by the calm attitude and the dignity of
the people" of the besieged town.l‘6 Cox complains that one
of the members of delegation, Wing-Commander James, minimized
the importance of the bombings when he returned to London and
told Parliament that the correspondents in Madrid had "entirely
and absolutely misled him." Cox quotes James as saying:
"1They have never seen any bombardments. And, what is more
surprising, they are not seeing them now.'"l‘7 Cox and the

other correspondents, whatever their limitations, were certainly

b5cox; op. cit., pp 125-132; Matthews, ob. cit., pp 196~
206; and Sender, op. ¢it., p 278, are among the writers who
present testimony to the resistance of the citizens of Madrid
to the Franco bombings.

- “6"L’Enquete en Espagne de six membres de la Chambre des
Communes," Revue de 1'Armée de 1'Air, IX:218, Feb 1937. Four
Laborites, Seymour Cocks, Capt Crawfurd Green, Dai Grenfeld,
and Wilfred Roberts, with two Conservatives, Maj Archie James,
and Capt J. R. J. Macnamara, comprised the delegation. See
K. S, Watson, Single to Spain, 1937, for sidelights on this

visit,

k7cox, op..cit., p 125.

EEE——
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experiencing air bombing and shelling practically every day.
However, as a writer for a Swiss military publication

put it:
If there is an example typical of the failure of this
creation of the imagination, [c-he Douhet theorﬂ it is
certainly the action of the Nationalist aviation against
Madrid. . . . Everyone knows the result of this method
Douhetienne: nothing; nothing, at least of what was
expected by the directors at Burgos, They needed to
deal with a nation o: cowards, without resource, without
pride, and without courage, in order that the ravages
and destructions effected in the rear, painful and dis-

couraging as they might be, could succeed in a decisive
manner to break the morale of the inhabitants.

Massive bombing operations, well conducted and well

supplied, could evidently do a great deal of damage;

but to win the war that way alone, there Aés an abyss,

an abyss which is far from being jumped.

Herbert L. Matthews, one of the better-known American
foreign correspondents, who had arrived in Madrid on 2
December 1936, testified to the fact that aerial bombardments
had not at that time shaken the resolve of the people of the
capital to face up to the difficulties of the siege by the
Rebel troops. He attributed this determimation to a spirtual
as well as physical vitality within the Madrilenos which he
saw exhibited in many small incidents during that first winter

of the war.49 Another correspondent, William P. Carney, also

LBuprputres legons de la guerre d'Espagne," Revue
Militaire Suisse, Mar 1937, Digested in The Command nd and Staff
§chool Quart er;x Review of Military Literature, XVII: 311.-315,

Dec 1937.

“9Matthews, op. cit., pp 185~195, gives a number of side-
lights on the reactions ns of the people as he saw them in Decem~

ber of 1936.
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of the New York Times, reported that Madrid was practically
defenseless against the 400 and 500 pound bombs dropped by
the Insurgent planes.so Yet, Madrid lacked neither morale nor
resistance on the part of its civilian population. '"Men,
urged on by mothers and wives, flocked in hundreds to enroll.
« +» « Even boys of fourteen were with difficulty kept out of
the trenches."5l Franco's attacks "instead of causing panic,
hardened the population, bringing steadily increasing recruits
to the people's battle-front "2

During the autumn of 1936 lesser towns had undergone
severe bombings from the air. Oviedo, a provincial capital
just south of the Asturian seaport of Gijon on the Bay of
Biscay, received the brunt of repeated air raids through
September and October. Webb Miller went through some of the
battle for this city when he succeeded in passing over the
Loyalist lines, He testified to the damage and the casualties
~— 600 civilians killed by bombing, rifle, ard artillery fire
~ but did not himself witness any air raids, except a mild
one in which four bombs harmed ne one. He reported that on
2L, September a total of 1,910 bembs were dropped and on

6 Cctober approximately sixty civilians were killed by two

50rime, XXVIII:23, 14 Dec 1936,
51ptholl, op. cit.,-p 118,

528trong, op. cit., p 39,
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bombs.>3 As Herbert Matthews says, "The little towns around
[ﬁadrig7 were getting plenty of punishment." He tells of the
raids on the provincial capital of Guadalajara, 35 miles

northeast of Madrid, in early December when several historic

monumnents were damaged, but does not indicate whether there
were civilian casualties.’®

That same winter Bilbao was subjected to a series of air

attacks aimed principally at the waterfront areas and docks,
but not avoiding the districts where the refugees huddled or
the working people lived, Describing the raid of 4 January
1937, G. L. Steer said:

The sirens changed to a most melancholy song of two notes,
one high and the other low, signifying peril., The women
of Bilbao had already seized up their children and gone
below with streaming hair into the refuges; the men
followed them hotfoot. Bilbao became a city where only
pblice lived, and Red Cross men stood ready at their
cars; in a few minutes all noise of circulation had gone,
except the flutter of old paper along the streets.,

. L] . . . . . . . »

With appalling deliberation, with the siowhandedness of
experts in political torture, the forcign fleet passed
over the cringing city of Bilbao,’?

53uiller, loc. cit., pp 434-440. In Oct 1934 Oviedo had
been the scene of a revolt against the Madrid government by
Asturian miners and industrial workers, It had been put down
after bloody excesses on both sides and after the employment
by the Madrid govermment of Moroccan troops from the Spanish
Foreign Legion, See Koestler, Testament, pp 54-59.

Sbjfatthews, op. cit., p 200. These raids were by
Insurgent planes,

55steer, Tree, pp 110-111,

“——
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This bombing had consequences similar to those of the one
which occurred in late Septe)nber of 1936. Enraged Basques
stormed the prisons and several churches, killing 61 at the
Larringa Prison, 33 at the Casa de Galera, 96 at the Convent
of Los Angeles Custodios, and 4 at a Carmelite chu.rch.'56

"The feeling of hatred for the German aviators was spontaneous
among all the Basques,'" according to Steer. "It was not only

the town mob, the proletariat of Bilbao, that wished to take

violent measures against them .57

In a long analysis of the temper of the Basque civilians

and militiamen under these bombing attacks, Steer gives what

is perhaps one of the most penetrating resumés of the effect of
aerial bombardment upon the population of a modern city. For
this reason, Steer's text is quoted in full at this point,

The irregular nature of the militia, and the fact
that Bilbao was being continually raided, set the price
very much higher, To a civilian population naturally
uneducated to the aeroplane — for Spain 1is a backward
country — and biased in the direction of ignorance and
alarmism by the influx of what was largely a lower class
refugee mass from Guipuzcoa, the daily arrival of the
planes over Bilbao and the incessant bombardment of
fourteen kilometres of riverside and port meant that
they were suffering the same cruel fate as their fight-
ing menfolk. The riverside and the port, and Las Arenas
were precisely the parts of Bilbdo where the poorer
classes lived and the refugees were quartered. Scattered
among them there was shipping; there were war factories;
there was one aerodrome ard one important bridge. It

56Il:>:l<i., pp 114-121, describes the scenes of the killings
in detail.,

571bid,, pp 113-114. -

-—*
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was the fault neither of the poor of Bilbao nor of its
government that they lived near such targets of aerial
war: if of anybody, it was the fault of a capitalist
systen which encouraged the workers to live near the
great factories of Basque heavy industry in time of
peace. And so they suffered.

I neither desire nor intend to make any claim that
the German aircraft which made its daily mess of indus-
trial Bilbao were out to kill civilians. They wanted to
hit factories; and more often than not, they missed.
They did, however, break the Air Warfare Rules drawn up
at The Hague in 1923, which expressly forbid the bombard-
ment of military establishmenis or depots, or factories
constituting important and well-known centres engaged
in the manufacture of arms, ammunition or distinctively
military supplies, where such localities cannot be bom-
barded "without the indiscriminate bombardment of the
civil population,”

Now, on an average during these bombardments of
the Nervion, nine Easques were killed per raiding day;
and it was calculated by the Direction of Mobilised
Industries in Bilbao that the material damage done to
the machinery or stocks under their control was con-
siderably less than the value of civilian lives lost,
if one assesses a Basque life insurance policy at % 500
a piece. And the bombers knew this: they went for the
same factories again and again. An instance was the
Lunatic Asylum where trench mortars were made at Derio:
I personally saw it bombed three times without injury
to machinery, but one peasant and one worker were killed
in a field, and several villagers given the gquietus in
Derio itself. ‘

This bombing was therefore indiscriminate bombing:
the repetition of attacks on the same target in many
other places than Derio proved that the bombers knew
their chances of accuracy were low, At Portugalete and
in Las Arenas, indeed, I am gencrous when I acquit them
of deliberate attacks on the civilian population: the
military objectives that existed there were so petty,
and so far from the bomb-holes, that inaccuracy seemed
too weak a donkey to carry the blame along. But there
it is. Let them go.

What they knew when they bombed the Nervion was
that if the factory was missed, the civilian population
would get it in the neck. And that was why the bombing
was worth while. Not only was a trifling damage done
to Bilbao's war industry; not only was the working
capacity of the men in mobilised industries reduced
(though to a far less degree than in the case of London

D e |
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workmen during the Great War, and only appreciably in

the last fortnight of the fight for Bilbao): but there
was always a last, dependable reserve in the overbearing
argument of their bombs, that the lesson of air dominance
would be written red in the blood of the terrified poor,
and that their memories would be stamped with a heavy
imprint, whose lines were the torture and whose paper the
pallid faces of their brothers, or sisters, or children
in death,

Theorists too easily assume that bombardments kill-
ing civilians break down their resistance in the end, and
make them sue for peace. This was not true of Bilbao:
the raiders were hated, and even when the town was
occupied by the conquering army, whom the raiders screcned,
the masses of Bilbao did not receive them with pleasure.
A bitterness, an opposition lasted: the first night of
the victory was celebrated with doors shut, lights oit,
and silence in the streets, The Basques had been handled -
too brutally to wish to mask their feelings.

The raids, however, did terrify; they dazed the
people; they were a sharp and acid solvent of normal life.
One never knew at what moment of the day — but not of
the night — they would come. The Germans seemed averse,
during the great offensive, to night-raids: perhaps the
mountain barrier south of Bilbao embarrassed them. There
were only two occasions when they flew at night, on one
of which they dropped bombs in an untenanted pinewood
south of the cinturon, while the other was dedicated to
the machine~gunning of the civilian refugees on the road
to Santander. But in the day the sirena would shriek,
whether one was eating or washing or cleaning the house.
Then one would have to gather together the small corps
of children with which every Spanish family is blessed,
and bolt into the refugio and perhaps hang about for an
hour doing nothing but see how much Biibao needed aero-
planes; and calculate when they were coming. Then there
were the dead and the damage to see, and the excitement
of the Red Cross cars and police dashing round on the
bombers' trail, and the sudden re-opening of the roads
to a lunatic traffic, And there were special spicy
days, as when the driver of the up-train from Las Arenas
did not hesr the warning, ran slap into a tunnel, where
people were hiding, and cut six of them in half, which
drove him mad. And the children became little nuisances
to their mothers, for they had nothing to do: the schools
closed their doors before the impossibility of conducting
classes which might suffer fatal interruption at any hour.

The sirena, the grind of engines in the air, the
dash for shelter, the explosions, and the sirena again

‘——*
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became an abnormal, over-rapid rhythm of life for the
iil-employed Bilbaino family. They invented funny words
for the new elements in their existence: the planes,
because of their noise, were called tranvias (tramways),
and the biggest plane of all — the Junker 52 — was
called pajarito, whixch is the diminutive of bird. There
were jok.es about the sirena and the helter-skelter in
plenty, But it was a bitter sardonic humour, showing
how deep the terror had sunk in,

And so the alarm of the militia was condoned.

Did not civilians read in the papers every day of
the terrible bombardments upon the front line, when
(both in legend and in faot) far more bombs were dropped
in an attack than the Nervion saw in a week; and was it
not added that the gudaris [ﬁasque militig] had resisted
bravely, but had at last been forced to fall back on
second-line positions? It was perfectly comprehensible,
When they saw the damage done at the river-side — and
every bomb-hole represented to them a deliberate aim —
the gudaris must have seemed heroes to resist at all.
They never thought to ask whether the bombs at the
front had hit anything, when at Bilbao they always hit
something.

A spirit of sympathy was built up for the militia,
where a spirit of resistance ought t{o have been con-
sciously created. And the deep-rooted reasons for it
were two — and they were twins born on the same demo-
cratic day. Because he was an out-and-out democrat,
the Basque was essentially sympathetic and humane: he
was sorry for the sufferings of individuals, and could
not think of cauterising the wounds of the mass., As a
democrat, too, he detested propaganda and the control of
thought. Censorship, yes; but a department to control
the civilian population, no. The idea of the suppres-
sion of certain unpleasant military details he under-
stood, but that a new~fangled hortatory organisation
should lay down the lines of each day's Press was
intolerable and degrading.

. . O . [y ., . . L)

Under their eyes, the mystigue of the air was
drugging their troops and rearguard; and the rearguard:
re-injected the troops with the opium in double portion.
It was solely their natural peasant virtues; the under-
tow of resistance fathoms deep in them, formed by their
timeless tradition as free men, that enabled the Basques
to fight so long and, towards the end, with increasing
bravery, Defeatism was always to be detected below their
surface; it could have been cleared out of them, but no
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one ever tried to organise that simple service. They

stard, therefore, as a warning to democracy — that

some freedoms should not be tolerated in war.

In April the raids on Bilbao were more severe than those
of January, but the behavior of the population was better.
The city was in desperate straits., But "there were stocks
of food in April, while in January there were none."?9 A
particularly heavy raid on 18 April killed 67 and wounded
110, with bombs penetrating to underground shelters where the

people had sought refuge.éo

Meanwhile, other Loyalist cities were feeling the force
of repeated attacks by Rebel aircraft., Every day, with few

exceptions, Insurgent planes and artillery bombarded Madrid,

although the full force of the Franco thrust at the capital
had been turned aside in November. By the end of March 1937,
the city had had 980 buildings completely or partially

destroyed by aerial attack, 1,490 persons killed, and 3,488

581bid,, pp 177-182. Italics are in tle original text.

5911@., p 129. Steer comments further, "Contrary to
the textbooks, the people's will to resist does not weaken:
it increases. But the poorer part of the population, starved
and unnerved, is liable to outbursts of fury which may bring
them into ooposition with their Government. . . . What pulled
the Basques through a crisis which would have broken another
comnunity was their natural sense of discipline and order."

Pp 129-130.

601pid., pp 186-187. As an indication of the unrelia-
bility of figures relating to casualties, the report of the

World Committee against War and Fascism, op, cit., p 16,
notes this particular raid but indicates only "Nombreux

blessés" under the heading of "Victimes,"

|




178

wounded, -according to reasonably trust-worthy figures.él
Writing at this time for a British military journal,

Captain Macnamara who had visited Madrid in the previous

November with the Parliamentary delegation, remarked that,

in spite of the day-to-day bombardments, the civilian

"population, including the children, were remarkably calm,"

The attackers, he said, "were loathed, but not feared. The

+ « o population was, in a way, proud that they as much as

the soldiers were earning glory in this conflict,."(’2 Various

factors contributed to the failure of the Franco armies to

capture Madrid in the furious assaults of late 19326 and early

1937, but the steadfast resistance of the populace under the
continual and unnerving battering it received by shells and

bombs is testified to by observers of all political shades

of sympathy and opposition. Anyone whose memory of those [
days is not clouded to obscurity can recall how the failure

of the Madrid populace to succumb to the terroristic methods

of the bombardment gained the respect of much of the world,

even where opinions differed as to the merits of the

6lrime, XXIX:2l, 29 Mar 1937.

625, R, J. Macnamara, "My -Impressions of the Spanish
Civil War - I," United Services Review, LXXVII:5-6, 11 Mar
1937. Although the article was based largely upon his
impressions gained during the November visit to Madrid, Capt
Macnamara was writing from current accounts as well, He
added,. significantly, that the behavior of the Spanish civil-
ians should be "of comfort . . . to those in our own country
who fear that as a nation we may lose our morale because of
the first big air raid on lLondon in the next war." Loc. cit.,

p 6.

—————
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respective causes. The defense of Madrid was as good for
propaganda in favor of the Loyalist position as the defense
of the Toledo Alcazar had been for Franco's side earlier in
the war,

Malaga, on the Mediterranean coast, was also a target of
the Insurgent bombers in the early months of 1937. Artnur

Koestler, the Hungarian author, arrived in falaga the day

following the destructive raids of 27 January 1937 and noted

b

in his diary that "{adrid after the great air attack and

oy

artillery bombardment was a health resort compared with this
town in its death throes,"®3 And, when the bombers came again
on the 29th he recorded that:
Everyorie runs hither and thither in feckless confusion;
::ee panii: i.s mu(;h wgr.se t;xandit wa;.indMgld‘rid. o o .
population is obviously demoralized.
Under the entry for 7 February, he gives an eye-witness account
of what he calls the "breakfast air raid" of that day. "Since
yesterday," he wrote, "the physiognomy of the town has changed;
no more trams, all shops closed, groups at every corner and
every face shrouded in the grey cobweb of fear. . . . I feel

the contagion of fear getting me too."65 The following day

the city fell to the advancing Insurgent columns.66 Through

63), Koestler, Dialogue with Desth, 1946, p 13.
© blrpig,, p 14.

651bid., pp 28-29.

66Peers, op. cit., p 275.

———-—



180

all the attack on ‘lalaga, Rebel pianes strafed the refugees
who fied along the coastal roads to escape capture, and, in
their minds, almost certain death if they fell into the hands
of the Franco troops, most of whom were Italians sent to Spain
by Mussolini to aid his brother Fascist,b7

Brihuega, a small town some 50 miles northeast of Madrid,
was visited in late March 1937 by "one of the most ferocious
bombing raids and air combats of the war." Since both Rebel
and Government planes were fighting above the town, which
side dropped the bombs is not clear, but the center of the
town was described by Matthews as "'a shambles.'" His report
continues:

At least ten bombs had been dropped within a few square

blocks right in the centre of the town. Streets were

filled with gaping holes, rocks, wooden beams and bricks.

A dozen houses werz nothing but shapeless masses of
stone and wood in which soldiers were feverishly digging

for bodies, i

. » . . . . . . . .

Women ran streaming through the streets in terror that
could not be allayed, despite the return of safety.

A frantic group of mothers and children persuaded the
journalists to take them in their car to a place of
perhaps greater safety. At first the children whimpered
and cried as the car jounced along, then a 7-year-old
Spaniard was asked . . . "What do you think of all this?"

671, de Palencia, Smouldering Freedom, 1945, says the
refugees were strafed from the air by German bombers and
shelled from the sea by Italian warships, P 37. F. M. Wilson,
In the Nargins of Chaos, 1945, has some account of this flight

from Malaga. Pp 167-188,

__——ﬁ
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"Very good!" replied the child, sitting up and smiling

happily. "The bombs destroyed our school,"
Such was Matthews' "own state of mind that he described this
answer as 'the only rational remark of the whole astonishing
day.' n68

At the end of March and the beginning of April the country
around Bilbao received increased attention from the Insurgent
planes. Thre fall of Bilbao was approaching and the intensified
efforts of the Franco forces to encircle and capture the city
led to repeated attacks upon all the area surrounding it.
Durango, a fair sized town on the main road between San
Sebastian and Bilbao, 54 miles east of the latter city, under-
went bombings on 31 March, 1, 2, and 4 April, all of them
severe, On the first raid foux; heavy bombers and nine chasers
(German) appeared in the early morning and dropped 500~pound

projectiles. In the estimation of G. L. Steer, "The objective

of this bombardment . . . was to terrify civilians, and to
knock so many houses across the roads that they would be

impassable to motor transport. . . . The Germans wanted to
strike terror into everyone who lived in Durango, everyone
who passed through it, and everyone who heard of 1t,"69 2
number of nuns were killed by a bomb which fell through the

68‘l‘ime, XXIX:21, 29 Mar 1937. See also Matthews, op.
cit., p 278,

69Steer, Tree, pp 161-162.
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roof of the Santa Susana chapel ,70 and further casualties
and damage occurred in other church structures, The total
dead in Durango in the 31 March raid came to 127, at least. /1
An Insurgent communiqué from Salamanca said that Socialists,
Anarchists, and Comnunists in Durango had prevented Catholics
from leaving the churches to seek shelter, and that the
"terrorists" among the Loyalist groups had burned the churches
and shot the priests and nuns, The Insurgent General Queipo
de Llano, sometimes referred to as the "bibulous Radio
General," broadcast a similar story from Sevilla. Steer says
of these accounts that "All of this was rather bad lying, as
none of the churches showed any trace of fire, nor the corpses
of priests and nuns signs of death by shootiﬁg."72

Azain on 2 April, Durango was the target "at a special
performance for the Dean of Canterbury and his party . . .
when the fighting planes machine-gunned the civilian population

as they took to the fields. . . ."73 How the Durango churches

came to be burned is not clear, as there was no evidence that

701bid., p 165. Steer says fourteen nuns were killed,
while J, B. S, Haldane, op. cit., pp 49-50, says the number
was eleven. -

Tsteer, Tree, pp 166-168. He adds, "Not at once, but
gradually, with appalling foreboding, unwillingly even, the
people came to the churches to look for those they had lost.
They were right to tremble. Very few were not dead." P 166.

721bsd., p 168. See also Atholl, op. cit., p 152.
733teer, Tree, p 168, and Atholl, op. cit., p 152.
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the Germans were using incendiary bombs at this place._'"‘
While the principal targets of the Insurgent bombers
during the eaply part of Aprii were the Basque towns around .
Bilbae, the island of I’biza., which had become a Rebel base,
was visited by Loyalist bombers on aeveral occasions, Most
of the houses j.n the port village were destroyed, but the
civilian cagualties must have been light for it was reported
that the survivors of the Insirgent attacks of September 1936
had been warned by the Loyalists and disappeared from their
homes before the raids.’” Spasmodic Rebel raids caused a
number of deaths and dumage in such wicely scsttered towns
as Ochandiano, Ceanuri, Jaen, Gerone (?), Guadalcano, Lamiaco,
Amorebieta, Sestac, and Lejona caring *he first two weeks of
April ,% The first recorded use of incendiary bombs dropped
from Insurgent planes took place later in the month, on the
25th, when the town of Eibar, just ead. of Durango, was

esvagely bombed, 77

Thatholl, op. cit., p 152

5paul, op. cit., p 4&26. See also Time, XXIX:22, 7 June i’
1937.

7%orld Committee against War and Fascism, op, cit., p 16.
Many of these villages are too small to appear on the standard
maps, while others are located elsewhepe in these chapters.
The town listed as Gerone is Gerona, an important city of
21,000 on the main road between Perpignan and Barcelona in

northeast Spain,
TTatholl, op. cit., p 153, and Steer, Iree, p 223.
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A1l this springtime activity provided a prefacé to the
rost spectacular aerial bombardment of the first year of the
war — the Insurgent attack on the Basque town of qurnica
on the 26th of April. No previous air paid produced the
repercussions, international and military, which followed
this incident. Ard, with the possible exception of the 1938
March raids on Barcelond, no gerial attack of the whole Spanish
Civil War received so much publicity. Likewise, the Guernica
episode aroused such partisan gertiments and provoked such
heated arguments that it is still, after the examples of
Warsaw, Rotterdam, and other mass destructions oi:‘ the Second
wWorld War, mentioned as an outstanding case whenever the
ferocity of aerial pombardments 3¢ discussed. Even ten
years after the event, nguernica" is a word which automati-
cally brings to mind the picture of the horrors of total
war, and wWinston Churchill, in nis recent account of the
years between the two World Wars, pauses to cite "the bomb-
ing of the defenceless little township of Guernica" as
conclusive evidence that the Germans were preparing to
conquer the world by dropping qevastation from the air.78

The apparent facts are these.79 Guernica, 8 small town

78w. S. Churchill, Ihe Gathering Storm, 1948 P 214
Foltz, op. cit., PP 5455, writes: iGuernica was tCoventried'

as thoroughly as Coventry jtselfe « « This was the birth-
day of the 1biitz,' April 26, 1937."

T9For a good vrief review of the Guernica affair see
K. Duff, "The Coursge of the War in Spain, (11) Military
Operations, 1936-1937," Survel of International Affairs, 1931,
1938’ II=68"'720



about 25 miles northeast of B}j..;l,.b&? and almost the same distance
north of Durango, had relatively little mi_.lit.ax;y importance.eo
A minor munitions factory ard barracks were the only possible
military objectives, and the towmn seems to have been without
anti-aircraft defenses.5l However, the town was of political
significance since it was the ancient capital of the Basques
and still meant much to these people as a syabol of their
sami-autonomous position in the Spanish Republic.82 The popu~
lation at the time of the attack was between 5,000 and 10,000,
with probably as many as 3,000 refugees in the numbsr. Because
of the regular Monday cattle fair there may also havy been

many transients from the surrounding countryside in Guernica,

80gen Duval wrote that the bombardments of Durango and
Guernica were militarily justifiable in that it is permissible
for an attacker to take all possible precautions to neutralize
the defense. Both towns, he said, were integral parts of the
Loyalist defense scheme. Op. cit., pp 149-150.

8lafter the attack, American military authorities in
Washington, while deplcring the incident, were reported as
saying that there might have been military justification for
the raid in that the town of Bermeo, about ten miles away on
the coast, was a proper objective and Guernica was on the
highway between the Franco troops and Bermeo. J. Mitchell,
"Death Rides the Wind," New Republic, LXXXXI:63-64, 26 May
1937. See also, T. J. Hamilton, Appeasement's Child, 1943,
p 33.

82Aguirre, op. cit., p 41, suggests that the Franco-
Hitler coalition chose Guernica "as the first civilian town
to be wiped from the face of the earth" for political reasons.
As 2 "centuries-old cradle of democracy, /Guernica/ was sacred
to a race of people who, the totalitarians had been taught,

must be eliminated."
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but accounts are not ciear on this score.83

Most réports and comments agree that an air raid alarm
was sounded short.y after four o'clock in the afternoon of
the 26th. A single plane, said by Steer to be a Heinkel 111,
dropped six 50-pound bombs and a shower of grenades. Fifteen
minutes later, according to his information, a number of
Jurnker 52s (heavy bombers) came over.84 These craft dumped
loads of large bombs, most of which hit buildings in the town
and some of which pierced shelters to which many of the inhab-
itants iad fled., Steer, himself, was not in Guernica at the
time of the attack, but reached there that evening and got
his accounts of the actual bombings from inhabitants of the
village. Much of what he has written about the bombing of
Guernica, he uses the antique or Basque spelling Gernika, is
corroborated by reports of other journalists who accompanied
him to the town, so he is usually cited as the most articulate
and one of the most reliable commentators upon what did

happen.85
Following the heavy bombing which was concentrated upon

83aguirre, op. cit., p 49, implies that the Monday fair
was held as usual on 26 Apr 1937, but some accounts cast doubt
on the fact that peasants from the surrounding country came to
town that day. There are stories that they were warned by the

Basque officials to stay away from the town.
8“Steex', Tree, pp 237-238.

851bid, pp 238 £f.; Atholl, op. cit., pp 153-163; and
Davy, op, cit., pp 126-127.
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the center of the town and missed the munitions works and the
barracks, flights of from three to a dozen planes rained
incendiaries upon the shaken buildings, most of which had
wooden roofs. There is no denying that fires ravaged the town
soon after the initial attack., But authorities sympathetic
to the Insurgent cause disputed the assertion that these fires
were set by incendiary bombs from the attacking planes. For
example, the Burgos government sent an investigating committee
to Guernica sometime after the bombing and this group reported
that the fires resulted from explosions of dynamite stored in
sewers by the Basques, or were started by the Basque defenders
after the last attacking plane had departed from the neighbor-
hood. One of the witnesses examined by this committee said \
that "the explosions did not cease with *.1e departure of the
aeroplanes, but that throughout the night they continued to
be heard in great number. . , ." He attributed these explo-
sions "to hand grenades and munitions which the Red militiamen
had placed inside the buildings."8® Similar views were
expressed by other witnesses before the investigators. And
opinions thet the fires had been caused by the defenders of
the town, either to destroy it before it fell into the hands
of the Franco troops who were advancing on Bilbao or to make

it appear as though the German planes had set the city afire,

86[§paim Civil Government of Burgo§7 , Guernica, 1938,
p 24.
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were widely held by apologists for the Insurgent cause.87
General Franco, shortly after the attack, said "'Guernica was

destroyed by the gasoline and hand bombs of criminal incendi-

aries serving Basque President Juan @7 Aguirre, Nationalist
aviation did not fly all that afternoon because of bad weather,
The village was converted into ruins by the Red hordes. 1188
These views do not appear to square with the circumstances.
Nationalist aviation did fly against Guernica on the afternoon
of 26 April. In fact, Franco was quibbling if he attempted to
disguise the German Nazi Condor Legion which made the attack,
by saying that no "Nationalist" planes were in the air over
Guernica. Perhaps there were no Spanish pilots or craft
responsible for the bombing, But Hugo Sperrle's eager Nazi

fliers had no such feeling of modesty and their participation

was well advertised during and following the Spanish war .89
Foltz tells of hearing young German airmen, at a cafe in
Vittoria a few days after the Guernica bombirg, "boasting of

how they had leveled the town on Sperrle's orders."¥0 Wnile

87Be4.uuelburg, op. cit., p 98, says that the city had been
completely destroyed by the "Reds" and then adds, "Die Bomben 1k
der Angreifer hatten ihr den Rest gegeben." Translated this Rl
mear.s, "The bombs of the attackers had finished it off." {18

S81,, stowe, "Franco Lies to Win," New Republic, LXXXXI:
40, 19 May 1937. Juan Aguirre was the brother of Basque
President José Antonio de Aguirre.

89Hauptmann Hermann, The Luftwaffe, 1943, p 161.

OPoitz, op. cit., p 55
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the Germans did not publicly admit the presence in Spain of
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the Condor Legion until after the fall of Barcelona in the

-
Ty

early months of 1937, there was no secret about the fact that

s

General 3Jperrle, who was known in Spain as "Senor Sanders" to

maintain the fiction of non-intervention, had more than

25,000 "selected Luftwaffe airmen, ground personnel, and

AT
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Wehrmacht communications specialists" under his command in
Spain during the war 91

From the accounts of a number of reliable corresoondents,
who not only saw the planes, from a distance it is true, but
were machine-gunned by others on the road to Guernica, it is
evident that there were hostile vlanes in the skies on what

one of the writers, Noel Monks of the London Daily Express,

called "the sunniest of all the days he spent on the Basque
front ."92 And fragments of German bombs and unexploded German
incendiary bombs were picked up in considerable quantity in
the city the day after the bombing.

No one disputes the fact that Guernica was almost totally

911bid., p 50. The Condor Legion appeared for the first
time officially in Spain at the victorious entry into Barcelona
on 21 Feb 1939. Militér-Wochenblatt, XLIII:2910, 21 Apr 1939,
"The Nazis had the grace not to admit their intervention
officially until the Spanish war was over in 1939, when they
gaily published full details of the aircraft employed and
the operations they were engaged on, accompanied by the usual
liberal awards of medals." A. Lee, The German Air Force, 1946,

p 14,
92ptholl, op. cit., pp 155-156,
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destroyed by fire during the night of 26-27 April and the day
which followed. The Burgos investigators estimated that 71%
of the 300 houses in the town were completely demolished by
fire and explosion, 7% "badly battered about," and 22% damaged
in varyingly lesser degreez.93 An incomplete estimate of the
dead and wounded gave 1,654 killed and 889 injured, a figure
ascertained before the Insurgent forces entered the city.%
Guernica had provided the longest casualty lists of the
Spanish War for which aerial bombardment was directly or
indirectly responsible.

Insurgent troops occupied the city on 29 April, meeting
only nominal resistance from the few Basque defenders who
remained. Guernica had been subdued, but the Franco govern-
ment paid a great price for the town in the anger aroused by
the bombings, not only in Loyalist Spain, but throughout the
world. No single event of the war brought so much condemnation
from individuals in the United States, Britairn, France, and
other countries who still adhered to the belief that indis-
criminate bombing of civilians was akin to barbarity. When
the news of the destruction of Guernica reached the outside

world, protests and denunciations of the Franco government

93Burgos Government report as cited, p 1l4.

Ihptholl, op. ¢it., p 155, and the dorld Committee
against War and Fascism, op. cit., p 1.7_, give these same
totals. Aguirre, op. cit., p 49, says, "more than two

thousand died,"
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filled the press, radio, and public platforms.?” General
Franco's denial that Nationalist planes had bombed the town
was met with scorn and disbelief .96 William E. Borah rose

in the United States Senate, on 6 May 1937, to castigate

the Spanish Rebels for the attack on Guernica,?’ Seventy-
six prominent Americans cabled a vigorous protest to Franco.%8
The German Embassy in Washington and the Nazi Consult
Generalate in New York were picketed by numbers of individ-
nals who called for the removal of German troops from Spain

and the elimination of German planes and pilots from the

PBsee Time, 10 May 1937, p 22, for a sampling of these
protests,

961In answer to Pres Agulrre's appeal to world conscience,
"General Franco pronounced at once: 'Aguirre lies.. We have
respected Gernika, just as we respect all that is Spanish,.!'"
Aguirre, op. cit., p 50, Gen Mola, in command of the attack-
ing Insurgent forces, had threatened the destruction of the
Biscay province and "'the capital of a perverted people who
dare to oppose the irresistible cause of the national idea.'"
This threat had been contained in leaflets dropped from
Insurgent planes. Ibid.

9congressionsl Record, 75th Cong., lst Sess., p 4237,
6 May 1933. Sen Borah's state of Idaho numbers among its
people some 30,000 Basque sheepherders. Aguirre, op. cit.,

p 50, See also F. L. Schuman, Eurcpe on the Eve, s P 5L6.
Foltz, op. cit., p 52, asserts that American aviation gasoline,

sold by an American oil company to the Rebels, powered the
planes which attacked Guernica.

98congressional Record, 75th Cong., 1st Sess., Appendix,
PP 12253393',1?“5 1937. This is a reprint of an article in

the New York Herald Tribune, 10 May 1936, and was inserted in
the Record by Sen Gerald P, Nye, North Dakota. See also R. L.
Buell, "U, S. Neutrality in the Spanish Conflict," Foreign
Policy Reports, XIII:206-216, 15 Nov 1937. The protest was
signed by 7 U. S. Senators, 2 state governors, and such
leaders as Henry L. Stimson, Newton D, Baker, Alf Landon,
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., Charles P, Taft, 2nd, etc.
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war.%9 The League of Nations "'condemned'" the bombardment.lO0

SRR S

Similar protests were made from BritishlOl and French sources

and even some German military leaders were said to have

e e e vt s |
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deplored the attack and its methods.l02 A French writer F

Pertinax, foreign editor of L'Echo de Paris, said that orders

for the massacre had gone to the Condor Legion directly from

General Goring, "anxious to show the unconvinced German

general staff what his air force could do."93 oOutside of

Insurgent Spain and the pro-Francc elements in Germany and
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Ttaly, it Is doubtful that many condoned the attack on !
Guernica,l04 Even the belated and obviously biased official ;? i
99The picketing was organized by the American League fg i
against War and Fascism. Buell, loc. ¢cit., p 214, % 1
looAguirre, op. ¢it., p 50.
&

101irhe British government proposed to Paris, lMoscow, Rome,
Lisbon, and Berlin that an international inquiry into the bomb- o]
ing be carried out. The French and Russians agreed, the Ital- fa
ians and Portugese raised objections, and Germany did not reply )
to the proposal. J. M, Spaight, Air Power and War Rights, 3rd
edition, 1947, p 255. Later London asked Washington, Stockholm,
and Oslo to join in an international commission "to investigate
on the spot all alleged instances of unjustifiable bombardments."
No agreement could be reached, and the British sent a team of
two officers to Spain to meke a report. Ibid.

1024ermann, op. cit., p 183.

1037ime, XXIX:22, 10 May 1937. See [Great Britain,
Admiralti? , opain and Portugai, 1944, III:34; and Beumelburg,
op. cit., pp'&:%.

104one amusing note of anproval is contained in a citation
of a letter from a Mr. A. Scott-Gatty to The Church Times
(London). He writes on the letterhead of The Savage Club,
"1Your expressed attitude to the bombing of Guernica by the
Spanish Nationalists or their friends is a little naive, is it
not? . . . In these days of logical viewpoints the destruction
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jnvestigstion adnitted the damage and the horror, while
absolving the Franco forces of blame, In its lk=point cen-
clusion, the comnittee flatly asserted that there were no
visible signs of the explosion of serial bombs within the town,
and most of the other conclusions were as farfetched as this
one.1°5 This is not the place to cbnfut.e these findings in .
detail. The Duchess of Atholl does this admirably and min-
utely in her book, and other writers nave likewise successfully
attacked the comit.iee's work..m(> Even so enthusiastic an
apologist for the Franco cause as the British correspondent
cardozo, who decries the importence given to the affair of"
Guernica, says, nCertainly Guernica had been bombed by
Natiomalist planes, and many of these were presumably of
German or Italian origin and had, perhaps, German or Itallan
pilot.s."im Another pro-Franco writer accused the Loyalists
of exploiting the attack, which he does not deny 8s having

occurred, for propaganda pux'poses.lo8

Wo have ample accounts of the damage b0 Guernica and

of civilians is in order. I personally think it is both
salutary and suitable. It gives the comnon people & sense
of responsibility and broadens the outlook of the sur